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Merchant of > London Trading 
touching an' Agreement "between 
both Companies : Together with ſome Remarks. thereon. 
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At @ Court of Dirc&tors for the Engliſh Company Trading to the 
| . -Eaſt-Indics, held the 8th.of Noveither 1698. 6 


PON a Propoſal then made by Thomar Papillon Elq; That an Accommodation might xv. 8. 

A. be ſet.on Foot berween this Company and the Old Eaf-In4ia Company. 

The Courr-thank'd him for his Troutle, and told him, Tha they had a Diſpoſition 
to agree with the Old Company upon reaſonable Terms, and delired ro know what 
Propoſals the Old Company. would make, which being made by Perſons duly empow- 
er'd thereunto, this Court would then endeavour to get a fall Authority tb Treat with 
them in order to attain a Concluſion... em Se 

And on the 17th of the ſame;Month, che ſaid Anſwer way Read and Approved at a we. 17, 
General Court holden for th Engliſh Company. ER ID 


At a Court of Directors, held the 17th of January, 1698. 


Sir William Hedges, and Sir Fohn Lethieullier, from the Old Company, acquainted the ;,,. F 
Court that Mr. Charles Blunt a. Member of this Company, had brought to them a Copy 
of the Anſwer given by this Court to Mr. Papillon, which they faid they had Commu- 
nicated to their Court, and that by their Order they delivered a Copy of the Reſolu- 
tion of their General Court in two Papers, 'both .of the ſame Tenor and Contents, wiz. 


At a General Court of Adventurers, | holden the 13th Day of 
January, 16g8. 


Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Court, That they are willing to Join in a 
Coalition, with the Subſcribers to the Two Millions: Provided it can be done on Safe, 
Juſt, and Reaſonable Terms. | | | 

. To which Meilage the Chairman, by Order of the Court, made Anſwee; 

meagre ;. Mebfed * = — oY an 

This Court was upon riſing when you were pleaſed to bring in theſe two Papers, they wi 
call a Court on —_—_ ro Ir and Debate their ning ; * 

And accordingly on the 23d of Fanvary a Court of Dire&ors was Summoned for that 74». 23- 

rpoſe, where it was 

Reſolved, That the Anſwer to Mr. Papillon of the Sth of November laſt, which was Read 
and Approved at a General Court of this Company the 17th of the ſame Month, be 
ſent and delivered to the Governor and Company of Merchants of London Trading into 
the Exſt-Indies, whereby ic does appear, that this Company is willing to receive ſych 
Propoſals as are Safe and Reaſonable. | | 

And they Ordered that the ſaid Reſolution ſhould be carried and delivered in Writing, 
co the Old Eaff-India Company, on Wedne/day then following, by dic Sireznjham Maſter 
and Sir fames Bateman, two of their Members. | | 


Jan. 15. 


Feb. 1. 


Feb. 4+ 


Fi. 7. 


At a Court of Directors, held the 25th of January. 


Stf Streynſham Mnfter Reported, That he and. Sir Fames Bateman had carried the Re: 
ſolution of this Court of the 23d Inſtant, to che Court of Committees of the Old Eeft- 
Indis Company, and that the fame was Read in their Preſence, and then they with- 
drew, and having ſtaid without ſome time, Sir :il/iam Gore and Sir Samuel. Daſinvood; 
ewo of the Members of che Court, care; out and acquainted them, Tharithey had nos 
thing further wo ſay ar preſent. F +: | — | 


At @ General Cour | of the Memebers of the Engliſh Company 
Trading to the Eaſt-Indies, beld the 2d of February, 1698. 


What had paſs'd between both Companies being Coramunicated co them, they came 


- to the following Reſolution, viz. 


Reſolved, : 4-4 
That this Court does indline to an Agreement with the Governor and Company of 
Merchants of London Trading into the Eaft-Indies, upon Safe, J uſt, and Reaſonable 


Terms. | . TY Te N#4{9: "M S 14 \ E443 ; Ly) \'t \ + 4þ 
And they » That the aid Relpſuy be carcied nd delive & co.the Ordina- 
ry Committee, or Cortnnitcee of the Governor and Company of Merchancs of 
London Trading into the Eaf?-Indier, by Sir Streynſham Maſter and >ir Fame: Bateman. 


At a Court of Directors held the 3d of Feb. 1698. 


Sir Streynſham Maſter » That Sir Jes Bateman and he had (according to 
the Order of the General Court) been this day at the Court of Committees of the Go. 
vernor and Company of Merchants of London Trading to the Eaft-Indies, and had de- 
livered the Reſolution of the ſaid General Court of this Company held yeſterday, to the 
faid Court of Committees, which was there Read, and the Governor i 
chem, That if this Court would meet to morrow, they would then ſend an Anfiver in 
_ Members of cheir own Court. \ | | 
That a Court be Summoned to morrow Morning, to receive the ſaid Anſiver. 

And accordingly a Court of Direfors was held the qth of Febraary, when the Anſwer 
—_— to the Caberd Court as hereunder, was brought to them ; whereupon they Re- 
ved to call a General Courc on Tueſday then next following. 


A General Court was accordingly held Febr. 2. 1698. 


And the Chairman acquainted them, that Sir Srreymſhaw Maſter, and Sir Fames Bateman 
had on Friday the 39. of Febrwery Inftane, delivered the Reſolution of this Court of the 
24. of Feb. and in Anſwer thereumto-the Cour of DireRors did on Saturday laſt receive 
a _ by the hands of Sir Wiliam Pritchard and Sir Samue! Daſhwood, in the following 

S. 


Wor : 
The 3d of February 16998. 

At a meeting of the Grand Committee of 52. appointed by the 
General Court of the Governor and Company of Merchants of 
London, Trading to the Eaſt-Indics. 

| Whereas a Reſolution from the General Court of the Members of the Engliſh Compa- 

ny Trading tothe Ez2ft-Indies,holden the 2 4. Inſtane,was brought by Sir Srreywſham Maſter, 

and 4s James Bateman to this Committee in Hec werba, viz. 
Reſotved, 

That this Court does incline to an Agreement with the Governor and Company of 
Merchants of London Trading to the Eaff-Indies, upon Safe, Juſt and Reaſonable Terms. 
The 7 wo being debated and conſidered ; 

Reſo | 

That a General Court be called on Tueſday Morning next, and that this Com- 
mittee will then propoſe to 'them che Authorizing and — Seven Perſons to 
Treat, yon to the Reſolutions of both Companies ; Provided The Court of Dire- 

c 


ors of the ſaid Engliſh Company do call a Geneial Court ro meet at the ſame _— 
| | p1opoſe 


A 
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propoſe to them the naming the like number of Perſons for the ſarae purpoſe. 

| And the Chairman acquainted the Court, that upon receipt of the ſaid Paper, the 

Court of DireQors had called this General Court to communicate che fame unto them. 
And then the Court cook the fame inco conſideration ; and whilſt they were upon the 
Debate, Sir Richard Levitt and Sir Fobn Leihieullier brought and delivered to the Court a 
Paper, which,was Read, and is as follows. 


At @ General Court of the Governor -and Company of Merchants 
of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indics, holden the 7th of 
February, 3698... bat 


This Court now thought fit to Nominate the Perſons following, viz. Sir Wiliap: 
Pritchard Ke. and Alderman, Sir Samuel: Daſhwood Kt. and Alderman, Sir Hilliam 
born Bar. Sir William Gore Kt. Alderman and Sheriff, Francs Eyles Eſq; Mr. Wikiem 
Fawkener, and William Hewer Eſq, whom they do Auchorize and Empower to Trear 
with the like number of Perſons to be Appointed by the General Court of the Exgiiſh 
Company Trading to the Eft-Indies, purſuant to the Reſolutions of boch Companies, 
and to Report their Proceedings to this Court in Ten days, or ſooner. 

Then Court continued the Debate, and came to the following Reſolutions, 
Viz. | 

Reſolved, \. | - Th AE 
That on Tiz/dsy the 14th of this Inſtant February, this Court will Chooſe by the Balloc 
Twenty four Perſons out of the General Court, to be added to the Court of Diceors 
to bea Grand Committee, in order to a Treaty to be ſet on foot with the Governor and 
_ - Merchants of London Trading to the Exft-Indies. 

Reſorves, 

Oh. po: Friday the 17th of this Inſtant February, this Court will Chooſe by the Balloe 
Seven Perſons out of the faid Grand Committee of Forty eight, co Treat with the 
Seven. Perſons nominated by the aforeſaid Governor and Conm—_ 

And the Court ordered, That a of the faid Reſolutions ſhould be carried by 
Sir H/ilianm Scawen and Sir Edmond Harriſon, and deliver'd to the Court or Comminee 
of the Governor and Company of Merchants of London Trading to the Eaft-Indies. 


- And the fame were carried accordingly ; And at a Court of DireQors held the gth F4. 9. 
of February Sir William Scawen and Sir Edmond Harriſon Reported, That they had de- 
livered the faid Reſolutions co the Grand Committee of the O/d Eft. India Company and 
being withdrawn, and having ſtay'd about an hour and half, they were again call d in, 

and a Paper was delivered to them in the Words following, viz.- 


At a Grand Committee of 52 for the Eaſt-India Company, holden 
the 8th of February 1698. 


This Committee taking into Conſideration the Reſolution of the General Court of che 
Members of the Engliſh Company Trading to the Exzft-Indies, hetd the 5th Inſtant, 
this Day broughe them by Sir #:4;am Scawen and Sir Edmond Herriſen, do return for 


Anſwer, That they are of Opinion the ſaid Reſolution is not a Satisfaory Anſwer to the 
Paper ſent by this on Tweſday laft ; but they will lay the ſame before the next 
rated Court of the Governour and Company of Merchants of Londen Tradinginto the 

/ of Jo % 


At a General Court of the Engliſh Company Trading to the Eaft- 
Indies, held Feb. 21. 1698. 


, Reſoboed, | 

To fend a Meſſage to the Old Ezft-I»dia Company; to acquaint them, That this Court re. 31: 
hee Choſen Sir William Scawen, Sir Streynſham Maſter, Sir Edumund Harriſon, Samuel Shep. 
beard Elq; Gilbert Heathcote Eſq; Brook Bridges Elq; and Mr. Nathanael Gould, to Treat 
with the Seven Perſons nominated by the Governour and Company of Merchants of 
London Trading into the Ezff-Ddies, in order to an Agreement. And Sir Theodore Fanſſen 
and Alderman Fithers were ordered to carry the ſaid Meſſage the firſt Court-Day. 


| Whereupon 


E4] 


Wheteupon *the Secretary ſent to the Old Ef-India Houſe, to know when there 
would be a Court ; and was anſwered, That there would be one on Wedneſday, the 22d 
of February. | 


At a Court of Direfors, held Feb. 22. 16 98. 


Sir Theodore Fanſſen reported, That A\derman Withers and he had this Day been at 
the Eaſt India Houſe, to deliver the Metſage ordered by the General Court ; and that 
Mr. Dubos came out, and told them, That there was no Court there that Day, nor 
would there be any that he knew of till Friday next, their uſual Court Days being Hed- 
nc/days and Fridays. Few, ' 


At a Court of Direflors, held Feb. 24. I 98. 


Sir Theodore Fanſſen informed the Court, That he with Alderman Withers were this 
Day again at the Old Eaf-India Houſe, and were informed, that there was no Court 
there : Whereupon they deſired co ſpeak with the Secretary, who ſent word, That he 
was not well, and therefore deſired tobe excuſed ; bur Mr. oolley, the Under-Secretary, 
acquainted them, That the Gentlemen went away as chey came, and that'there was not 
-a Court; whereupon they faid they had been there twice, and being diſappointed, they 
deſired he would fend word when a Court would be held there. To which he anfwer- 
ed, he would ſpeak to the Governor, and if he gave him Leave, he would doit. ' © 


3.): A 


The Remarks on what has paſſed between the Two Companies. 


# tbe E Anſwer given.to Mr. Papillon the 8th of Newember, and afterwards Read and 
Approved in a general Court, ſhewed a forward Diſpoſition in the Engliſh Company 
to an Agreement with the Old Company. 

. Notwithſtanding there appeared in the Old Company no Diſpoſition on their Part to- 

wards an Agreement till e Two Months after, to gain time (as may be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed) for the Diſpatch of their Ships. | | 
Then they ſent their Reſolution to join in a Coalition, &c. In Anſwer to which 

. the Court of DireQors of the Engliſh gw the 23d of Famuary, ſent a Repetition of 
the Anſwer given ſo long before to Mr. Papillen; Adding, That it did thereby appear, 

that the Eng/iſh Company was willing to receive fach Propoſals as were Safe and Reaſon- 

ab] | | 


E. 
; -. , What had paſſed between both Company's being Communicated the 2d of February to 
the General' Court of the Eng/iſh Company, they declared they inclined to an Agree- 
_ _ the Old Company ; -Which Reſolution was ſent to the Old Company the 
ollowing. | 
And 2g, day a Court of Dire&ors was called on purpoſe to receive an Anſwer 
thereunto, which they were told would then be ſent to them, and was accordingly ſent, 
being a Copy of the Reſolution of their Court. EIN... | 
' Wheretpon. the Engliſh Company did Summon a General Court accordingly, which 
Court appointed that 24 Perſons ſhould be choſen by way of Ballot, and added to the 
24 DireQors, to be a Grand Committee for ſetting a Treaty on foot, and did then alſo 
appoinc, that 7 Perſons ſhould be choſen by way of Ballot to Meet and Treat with 
7 Perſons nominated by the Old Company ; and the Engliſh ____ the next day 
ſent to acquaint the Old Company with the faid Reſolutions, and did accordingly 
forthwith prepare and Print a Liſt of all their Adventurers, and gave publick Notice, 
That on the 14th every Adventurer ſhould bring in. his Vote of the 24 Perſons to be 
choſen ; and the next day yon the 15th the Scrutineers met, and on the 16th De- 
clared on whom the Choice fell; and on the 17th they Balloted for the 7, who were 
Declared the 18th ; all which was performed in as ſhort a time as was poflible ; The faid 
rec n Company being by their Conſticution and Charter to make all ſuch EleRtions by 
| lot. . | Vo 


By the whole proceedings of the Engliſh Company, and their ſending Two ſeveral 
times on the uſual Court Days of the Old Company , the Names of the en Perſons 
choſen to Treat with them; it plainly appears, how ready the Engliſh Company has been 
to Treat with the Old Company : notwithſtanding the doubtful Expreſſions in the Re- 
ſolution of their General Court to join in a Coalition with the Subſcribers to. the Two 
Millions: and alſo fuch a Meſlage foe by them, that the Anfwer of the Engliſh Com- 
pany was not Satisfatory, And therefore the Reflections of che Engliſh Company's ha- 
wing Trifled or Delayed, are unjuſtly caſt upon them by the Old Company. 

tus Matters ſtood when the Old Company were pleaſed by Peticioning the Honou- 


rable Houſe of Commons to: break off che Treaty. 


